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ration and analysis of polyesters are included and, in a few cases, 
flow diagrams of commercial practice. The interpretation and im
portance of the functional relationships of the many variables in
volved are amply illustrated by many graphs and figures (203) and 
tables of data (177) quoted verbatim from the literature. 

As stated in the Preface to the English Edition, "We wrote the 
book 'Polyesters' on the basis of our many years of personal experi
ence of scientific research work in the field of polyesters and a wide 
coverage of the relevant scientific literature. We set out to give the 
most detailed possible, and where necessary, critical account of the 
results both of our own work and that of other investigators." This 
has been accomplished. Polyesters of all types are discussed in a 
cohesive manner including linear, branched, crosslinked, and mixed 
systems. A thorough review is given the chemistry and mechanisms 
of the polycondensation reaction including the role of such destruc
tive processes as esterolysis, alcoholysis, and acidolysis. These ex
change and chain cessation reactions are related to the polydispersity 
obtained in the resulting polymer. The influence of these reactions 
is shown to result in molecular weight distributions different from 
those predicted from the theory for the "most probable distribu
tion." Unfortunately it is not clear whether the polydispersity of 
polyesters made by continuous processes are included in this discus
sion. Preparative methods, analytical procedures, and physical 
and chemical properties are covered. The detail given to explana
tions of physical and structural properties and their measurement 
and the interpretation of the results are particularly noteworthy. 
Various investigators in the field of polyesters will find several items 
with which to take issue with the authors, but this is no serious 
detraction from the general over-all excellence of the work pre
sented. 

In spite of the extensive scope of the book, it does have several 
shortcomings. The major portion of the material presented is now 
at least 10 years old as it was written earlier for distribution in the 
USSR. Literature references are cited only to 1956 except for the 
revision of the last chapter (Polyarylates) which covers polycar
bonates, etc., to 1960. In the 10 years not covered by the book, 
many new industrial methods of manufacture, new polyesters of 
commercial importance, and new structural interpretations and 
concepts have appeared in the patent and scientific literature. The 
most glaring shortcoming is the lack of reference, with a few excep
tions, to the information available in the patent literature of the 
time. Usually, important technical information on polyesters is 
covered first in patents and only appears later in the scientific litera
ture. As a result, the changes brought about by various orientation 
and heat treatments of films and fibers with their concomitant struc
ture and property modifications are not discussed. 

In a book of this magnitude (more than 1000 references are cited) 
errors usually occur. This reviewer has noted several instances 
where data were attributed to the wrong authors, names misspelled, 
and tabular data labeled incorrectly. Nevertheless, this book serves 
the very useful purpose of bringing together, in very readable form, 
a voluminous amount of factual information on a subject of con
siderable commercial importance gathered from the experience of 
many investigators. 

C. J. Heffelfinger 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company 
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Radiochemical Survey of the Elements. Principal Characteristics 
and Applications of the Elements and Their Isotopes. By M. 
HAISSINSKY, Scientific Director, Laboratoire Curie, Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris, and J.-P. ADLOFF, 
Professor of Nuclear Chemistry, Centre de Recherches Nucleaires, 
Strasbourg-Cronenbourg (Bas-Rhin). American Elsevier Pub
lishing Co., Inc., 52 Vanderbilt Ave., New York, N. Y. 1965. 
viii + 177 pp. 15.5 X 23 cm. $12.00. 

The contents and format of this survey are well described by the 
original French title as a radiochemical "dictionary" of the ele
ments. A one- or two-page discussion is devoted to the nuclear, 
chemical, and physical properties of each of the elements. Proper
ties covered include: discovery of the element and derivation of its 
name; naturally occurring isotopes and their abundances; half-
lives and radiations of some of the radioactive isotopes (particularly 
those convenient as tracers or in activation analysis); the electronic 
configurations, oxidation states, chemical reactions, and com
pounds of the element and their principal uses; some geochemical 
data including important minerals and crystal and cosmic abun

dances; and brief mention of any unusual nuclear or chemical 
properties. 

I wonder for whom this book was intended (especially at its 
price!). Scientific workers would be frustrated by the lack of ref
erences or an index. Much of the data could have been better 
presented in tabular form. Standard nuclide charts, for example, 
contain essentially all of the nuclear data given in the book (and 
they are free). Instead of grouping the elements in some scientific 
way, the authors have arranged them alphabetically. The style 
of the book is not well suited for the elementary chemistry student 
or curious layman. It does not lend itself to cover-to-cover read
ing nor does it convey the excitement and historical interest that 
may be gained from books on the discovery of the elements. 

The coverage is up to date, including such recent topics as 8He, 
rare-gas compounds, and element 104. Some rather interesting 
phenomena, e.g., delayed-neutron and -proton emission, were ig
nored. There are few serious errors although the presentation of 
some topics is confusing. The translation is generally good with 
occasional lapses such as "a-filiation" instead of "a-decay" and 
"retrodiffusion" for "back-scattering." 

On the general subject of translations, including this one, I am 
left very puzzled. Why are publishers so anxious to do them? 
I can think of very few (and here I would include Professor Hais
sinsky's major radiochemical classic) that were worth the effort. 
Although not true for the case in point, the books are generally out 
of date by American standards when originally written and are cer
tainly so by the time they are translated. Can't the publishers 
find more discriminating scientific consultants ? 

Glen E. Gordon 
Department of Chemistry, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Interpretation of Organic Spectra. Edited by D. W. MATHIESON, 
The School of Pharmacy, London University, England. Aca
demic Press Inc., Ltd., Berkeley Square House, Berkeley Square, 
London W.l, England. 1965. ix + 179 pp. 16 X 23.5 cm. 
$7.00. 

With a few reservations, this is a book which can be recommended 
to advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students who need 
to develop and exercise their knowledge of spectroscopy in relation 
to organic chemistry. "Interpretation of Organic Spectra" is 
composed of three sections devoted successively to problems in the 
application of nmr, infrared, and mass spectral methods in struc
tural analysis. 

The longest section, by J. A. Elvidge, is excellent. With a limited 
knowledge of nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy the reader 
is led through a succession of examples for which the analysis of 
the spectrum is clearly and concisely written. The examples chosen 
increase in complexity and are used to develop broadly many aspects 
of nmr spectroscopy. Correlation tables of proton magnetic reso
nance frequencies and coupling constants with structure follow, and 
the section is rounded off with six unknowns for consideration by the 
reader. For one of these unknowns, number 5, the solution given 
is incorrect and should have an additional methyl group a to car-
bonyl. The footnote referred to on page 20 is on page 12 and not 
page 11. Perhaps the only disconcerting feature to the reader will 
be the variable use of sweep offset which could have been noted more 
distinctively through the use of heavy print. If the use of offset is 
not noticed early on, then confusion reigns, since there is no indica
tion on the reproduced spectra. However, these are relatively 
minor points in a first-class exposition. Dr. Elvidge is to be con
gratulated on his section. 

The second section was well written by four contributors (J. K. 
Brown, K. J. Morgan, C. J. Timmons, and D. Whiffen). They 
have succeeded in presenting useful applications of infrared spec
troscopy while avoiding the common fault of several texts in that 
they stress more clearly than usual the very definite limitations of 
the method. The latter point is apparent from the nine examples 
chosen and from the six unknowns. The tentative nature of many 
assignments is commendably indicated, though one would still 
like to see a positive statement that the dependence of the organic 
chemist upon infrared spectroscopic structural analysis has been 
reduced by the advent of nmr. This is particularly true for any 
functional group containing a proton. Students need to be clearly 
told that a complete structure is seldom arrived at from infrared 
spectroscopy alone. 
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